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FOCUSING ON THE VITAL ISSUES AT THE G20: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FIGHTS
CORRUPITON WHICH IN TURN REDUCES POVERTY
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Freedom of Information Centre has

Recommendation
African representatives at the G20 more so on the Anti-Corruption Working Group (ACWG), should be focused
on promoting access to information at a national level
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The discussion for the G20 summit s should be
Africa’s biggest challenge; corruption

“It is therefore the duty of
Africa‟s representatives to
drive the African anticorruption agenda via
access to information as
one of the very possible
means to achieve African
development.”
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This would however, be indirectly
through Turkey‟s

already stated

priority of „buttressing sustainability,‟
which focuses on development of the
low-income developing countries – 24
of which are in Africa.
If the Turkish‟s G20 presidency
agenda is anything to go by, access to

access to information as one of the
very possible means to achieve African
development.

information is not on the foreseeable
agenda. It is therefore the duty of
Africa‟s representatives to drive the
African anti-corruption agenda via

“Corruption across the African continent is rife partially due to a
failure to implement or create access to information (ATI)
mechanisms which are fundamental to fighting the vice. ATI can
ignite transparency, which in turn reduces the ability to engage in
corruption.”

“The G20 AntiCorruption Working
Group (ACWG) has
not quite
comprehended that
access to information is
vital to combating
corruption”

END NOTES
Website links:
i.
ii.

Mugabe to be AU Chairperson http://www.news24.com/Archives/City-Press/Mugabe-tobe-AU-chairperson-but-there-are-questions-20150430
What Mugabe is up to http://newafricanmagazine.com/african-union-will-mugabe/

iii.

Corruption

http://www.thelondoneveningpost.com/africa/corruption-remains-africas-

biggest-challenge/
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

State
of
Right
to
Information
in
Africa
http://www.africafoicentre.org/index.php/resources/reports-publications/139-state-of-right-to-informationin-africa-report-2014
Transparency
in
Africa
http://www.one.org/us/press/the-g20-fail-to-bring-fulltransparency-to-the-fight-against-global-corruption-and-tax-evasion/
G20
Plan
http://star.worldbank.org/star/sites/star/files/g20_acwg_2015-16_anticorruption_implementation_plan_australia_2014.pdf
TurkeyG20 Plans https://g20.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/2015-TURKEY-G-20PRESIDENCY-FINAL.pdf
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ABOUT AFIC
AFIC is a pan–African network and resource centre consisting of 35 civil society organizations
in 22 African countries, promoting access to information in Africa through comparative
research, coordinating regional advocacy, facilitating information-sharing and capacity
building. AFIC promotes democratic rule and socio-economic justice for African citizens
through fostering a culture of increased transparency, integrity and accountability among
governments, regional and international bodies.
In authoring this policy brief, AFIC intends to support efforts geared toward the promotion of
the right to information in Africa. This policy brief intends to effectively advocate for freedom
of information in Africa.

AFIC is grateful for support from the following partners who have supported AFIC in promoting access to information
across Africa.
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